IN THE R. L. L. U.

Lessons and Prospects of the Economic
Struggles.

Report delivered by Comrade Losovsky at the Plenary
Session of the Executive Burcau of the R. I, L. U.

(Continucd).

In the question of the political strike we naturally take our
stand at the opposite pole to the social democrats and relor-
mists. They are opposed to economic strikes, and even more
to political ones. They believe that this ,expensive mcans
of struggle can be replaced by others, whilst we on the contrary
are of the opinion that this means is effectual precisely for
the reason that it comes expensive for the capitalist state.
Every strike must be carefully prepared, care must be taken
when it begins to go beyond the limits, when it spreads to
iresh categories of workers, wlicn a step forward may be
made, when iresh reserves are to be brought into the iield.
when the demands can be extended and a number of political
demands added, and when this strike is in a position to pass
forward into a political mass strike raising the whole of the
political problems already facing us.

It need not be said that we caunot isolate the political
strike irom the other methods of fighting. It is true that the
fighting methods of the working class, the methods of dircct
action, can be reduced to their component parts like the links
of a chain: the economic strike, the political strike, the armed
rebellion, the civil war. But it must not be assumed that any
sharp dividing line can be drawn here: there is no Chinese
wall between the ecocnomic and the politikal strike, or between
the political strike and the insurrection, or between the
political strike and the insurrection, or between the insurrec-
tion and the civil war. Each form of struggle can and must
merge into the next.

** In order to be able to pursue a correct policy in the
sphere of the leadership of the mass movewment of the prole-
tariat, it is thercfore necessary to carry on a relentless
struggle against reformist and strike-breaking trade uuion
bureancracy on the one hand, and against the remmants of
rcformism in our own ranks on the other. Are there still
such remmants to be found among us? I belicve that they
stilt exist in every section of the R.LL.U. (this became
especially conspicuous after the 1V. Congress). They are
perhaps small in number, but there certainly are grouns
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opposing their standpoint to that of the R. L L. U. This became
ohservable as early as the IV, Congress, but lhe tendency
did mnot take a definite form untit after this ‘Congress. It
formed a special politicat group in Germany, it possesses an
organised group in France, in the United States, in Czecho-
slovakia. All these groups have onc common base, they all
suficr from organisation fetishism, or, it you like, from cretinism
in their attidude towards the reformist trade unions. They
are: of the opiuion. the idea of leading economic struggles

without and against the reformist trade unions. is in itself |

heretical. Hence they are ready to subject the moverment
of- the proletariut to historically evolved fonins, aud are
prepared to abandon an independent lecadership of the economic
strugules on the pretext that these struggles must be led by
the listoricaly evolved reformist trade unions. M must
further be remembered- that they one and all deny the
radicalisation of the masses, and disavow the term, posscess-
ing a profound political content, which we apply to the
social democratic parties and reformist trade unioans leaders
wlhen we call these social fascists. They all form a special
wdgment on the sitnatiou, have their special poiicy, and
their own special tactics. It ist just this which places them
bevond the pale of the revolutionary trade wition moveinent,
Some of them have already broken organisationally with the
Red International of Labour Unions, others, for instance the
Rights in France in their own federations, have broken with
us ideologically; but that which they all possess in common
icads them further and further away from the revolutionary
wing of the lubour movement. This must be clearly recoxnised,
and due consideration given to the extent to which these ten-
dencies, these groups, inder different titles and under diiferent
ilags, have deviated from our line, amd how greatly they have
alrcady become alien and hostite ideologically, sore of thein
arganisationally, towards our tactics. . .

{Under these couditions the question arises: what is to
be done, what methods are to be ewmployed against these
clements. We must diiferentizte between the leading elements
with social-democratic traditions, and the Certiin even if small
mumber of workers following these clements,” What line is
to “be ‘adoptcd towards them? In the past some ol these
Riglits have shown themselves to be outside of the rauks of
the R.LL.U.,, as for instance when they rejected our motion
with respect to Czechoslovakia, in which we proposed that
the internal  disagrecments  should be  settled  democrati-
cally, that is, the majority of the.members shonld decide
what lcaders they want.  But Hais and Sikora hold the
staudpoint always held by the Amsteérdamites, that they are
bound to remain the heads of the trade unions till the end
of their lives, and, if the majority of the uniop members do
uot desire this, then they are going to remain in their positions
against the will of the majority. :

It is obvious that we could not agree with such a policy.
atd the conscequence was that this group of Czechoslovakian
Rights placed itseli outside of the ranks of the Red Inter-
wational of Labour Unions. As I have already stated, there
ts. unother type of Right, who are still in our rauks.

T may give an exwmmple.  We ‘uppealed for parlicipation
in the Ist August dewnonstrations. We were of the opiniots
that "o demonstration “against war must be carried out on
an’ intérnational scale.  Buet several trade upion leaders in
France spoke openly against these demonstrations, against
demonstration  strikes, against demonstrative prockamations.
Avd now T say: a violation of discipline by action is 1o longer
sUNGde of opinion. 1f ‘'we call for a strike or other action,
Hien “azitation against this'is” stiike-breaking i our ranks. It
DHringsTour revolutionary vanks into “confusion, and’ must ‘be
f(u{ﬁ.xt,uxaiusr with the atinpst decision, S

‘Recently the Polish social democrats . called upon  tie
miners to make a oune day's demonstration strike. We kaow
that they wunted to arrange this one day’s strike for the
purpose- of ‘throttling  the struggle. It ‘'was not a oue day's
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strike wihich shonld have ben valled far, but o strike advanc-.

ing . deiinite . demandsy this was what the logic, of . the struggle
required.  And what, do our comrades do?o ey issue an
appeal in which it is. wot suid .whether there is to be a
strike or not, and: if there is. to be, what demands are te be
advauged; it is. simply stated. that tiey. are -against every-
body,  against Pilsudski and: the soctal fascists. . .1 do unot
Khow s what fthis creally ~isz (in - anv.cpse it is . very - feeble
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strategy., aud shows that as soon as the problem of the
direet guidance of the masses has to be coucretely faced,
a process -of shufiling begiug, iustead of a definite and correct
attitude beiug adopted. . Or let us take Germany. In a large
number of towas there are many comrades—in Central Germauny
for instance~—who have voted for . the resolution of the
1V.. Congress of the R.LL.U., for the independent leadership
of cconomic struggles, for the election of strike commit(ecs,
for the setting up of their own lists for the works councils
clections; but as soon as the clections to the works cottncils
tuke place, then they forget that all this must be realised, and
seck cvery possible way of avoiding the fuliilment of these
clementary  tasks.  What is  this:  opportunism in actual
practice, or something worse? '
I believe that we shall have to devote very serious
attention to this misunderstanding, or we shall not cmerge
irom the reformist bog, and.the independent leadership of
econamic strugeles will remain cmpty sound. Our ranks are
still strong in legalist tendencies, in trade union legalism,
in worship .of--the trade union whatever it may be like, be
it the most reactionary of all, of the stamp of the trade
unious of the American Federation of Labor. [In spite of all
this, we cling to these trade unions with what may be termed
a certain piety. [ belicve that this tendency is still present
to a high degrec in our ranks. ‘The capability of putting up a
decisive fight against this legalism, and of doing what iy !
necessary for the working class agaiust and without trade
union bureaucracy: this copability we do not yct possess
We have still to attain it, and we have still much to do to frec
ourselves from these ideological ipfluences, which fetter our
activity and iitiative. o
We- are ‘unsound at still another spot, There are com-
rades who maintain that at the present time, in the third perigd
of post-war capitalismn, strikes are inevitably certain -of dgﬂ-at.,
Cun a partial strike bring any results for vs? We have Spcial
democracy against us, the trade unions, the State, the mrice,
the courts of law; we have everyone against us. We shall
wiit for the final decisive struggle, and then we shall show
our. courage; at present, however, we sliould lose everythymy,
and should scarcely be able to gain anything. . This. soutads
extremely - radical, but it is  Philistine opportunism, for |t
employs revolutionary phraseology for the purpose of po'st-
poning the daily struggles, the struggles during the course <o

whiclhi the cousciousness . of the masses is developed, w
struggles  during the course of which we wain our army Jor
the more decisive und greater struggles to follow., In fy
opinion we should combat these phrasces determinedly. 1§l

is a varicty of opportunism, and a very hurmiud one..

regard the strike movement as an obhject in itself. Tl
reminds me of the old anarchist theory thut every strike is
wood thing. f belicve that these ideological remnants too widl
have to ‘be banished from our midst. The anarchist cona
ception of the strike has nothing to do with our revolitionary
line. "Wherever this false idea of the strike obtains, whethve
from the economic or the political standpoint, it is a resida®
of anarcho-syndicalism which must be combated.- S

Finally:, in our ranks there are still some elements \\IRi

I am uot.in a position to enumerate here all the Rixhite
tendencics, theories, cte. observable at the present time | igh
the wovement, beginning with. Sweden, where our -comrad:g<
waidited to dissolve the unity committee bhecause the reformiss
demanded this, and. cnding with Rmnania, where members of]
revolutionary,. unions . expressed  themselves in  favour . o
legalism at any. price, uwnder.. a Fascist govermnent, It iy
inportant for us to realise .that the Rixht deviation in ou g;
rabks is ot accidental, that it is not incorporated in-individua
persous, to vanish with these persons when they die politicall yeg
or physically.  Gnless we realise this we fail to, recogitis ™
‘hat. the increasing acuteness. of, the strugele will gause eyven
our ranks to waver, will bring deviations cven into the conem
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muist ranks. . . I N P :
‘Tn Sdviet Russix, too, a Right deviation has’ bven 'ubs'en-.'
uble wnong the leaders of the' Soviet Uniow. - How has' this

. found expression? i tite fact that the increased’ difficnttie~

leaders... They .belicved that this wavering would; contributc
to. the removal oi he  difiicultics.  Politically this “wavierin
sttitude has been distinguished by opposition: te; self-criticisun.
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were accompanied By a wavering attitude on the part of smcj
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 the rapid tempo of industrialisation, to the -rapid.tvempu

of the collectivisation of the rural districts, to the new. tempo

of activity

in the trade unions—showing the - ideologicul

relationship with the international Right, with the international
conciliatory tendency. In this doviation there are expressed
autspokenly trade-unionistic tendencies and usages, a certain

bureaucratic
the RIL.U.
miluerce alie

petrification, and some- trends directed: against
All this has indubitably been the result of an
n to the working ch<s being exercised in our

trade umon mo‘v;ment
The US.S.R. is of course not Czechoslovakia: here tlie

formation of

special unions and the seizur& of the trade union

buildings is of course impossible, for here the Party is very

strong, here

the working class has passed through a certain

school.  Here there are no waverings and vacillations, for
aery one of our workers knows that such vacillations
aidanger not only the speed of socialist reconstruction, but

the existence

of the Workers® State itsclf. Hence the decision,

iitmness, and promptness with which the trade union movee
went of the Soviet Union hus liquidated these vacillations; the

Il. Plenum of

Syviet Union,
Jhalance. and not only replaced their leaders, but spoke,

openly of the

the Central Council of the Trade Unions of the
followed by the L Plenum, drew thie political

waverings and falterings, of the Right tendencics,

of the trade-unionistic survivals, and of all the other glories
of reformism. It can be said "that the 1. and JL Plenuwns
brought about a revolution in the sphere of the inner policy
of the Soviet trade unions, and at the same time in their outer
policy, so far ‘as the attitude af the Soviet labour unions to-
wards the RILU. is concerned. The new leaders of the Cen-
tral Council of the Trade Unions of the Soviet Union pursuc
the line corresponding to the intercsts of the Sovict prole-

fariat and of

the international proletariat.

The importance of all strikes which have alrcady taken

lice. and of

those taking place in the future, gocs far heyond

the frontiers of any single country. This is the peculiarity of
e present moment. The latest events in India—the textile
vorkers' strike, the formation of the Girni Kamgar Union —
exercise an mﬂuem.,e extending far beyond the borders of
India. The smaller strikes taking place in Czechoslovakia,
in Fraice, -the Balkans, the United States: the recent strikes

m Belgium;

‘the smaller strikes in Germany, etc., have all

acquired international importance owing to the peculiaritics
of the situation, and therefore we. the Red International of
Libour Unions and its organisations., are set the extremcly
mportant task of internationalising the leadership, of inter-

utionalising

the movements and extending them to many

wuntries, of drawing the worker troops into the struggle and

leading them
the struggle,

from their various countries to the scene of
and of solving the problemn of the internationnl

leadership and  the practical . internationalisation  of ouy
lactics, Why are these struggles becoming more and more

Hiternational

in character? This is the conscquence, in the

birst place, of the growth of the international trusts, and in
the second place of the indubitable whdanty of the revolu-

holdry wing

of the labour movement in the struggle against

the bourgeoisie in the difierent countries. Therefore there
stinds on the order of the day the international strike, the
sikanisation of, let us say, an- international boycott or of some
trike, international action on both sides of a frontier, action

with rélation
of frontiers:

to great political events on mmortaut points
All this now forms part of our agemda, and the

macueal solution of this question is the most important task,
the mpst important stage of our struggle. We must postpone
these matters, we must not regard these qucstions merely

theoretically. -
druzgles and

These are problemns sct us practically by the
we must learn to wo somewhat further than the

irontiers of ‘our own country, to remcmber that in a strmzale

*volving this

or that group of workers, in this or that district,

it is not -only the workers of the country concerned - who
ust mobilise, but these must at the same time scck contact
with the workers of other countries. Therefore, it is incumbent

Mmus as the:

Red Juternational of Labour Unions, as an inter-

ustiounal class. trade union organisation; to Lom.entr.ne the
iltention of all our sections on this problem. .

Let us take for fustance the Hloc, the pm_t of wkdantv.
toncluded 2 few months ago, during the congress of the Unis
fary Unlons of Mexico. betwectr dur American comrades: and

these Unions.,

This pact is however only on paper at present,

But we. are not wuturs, we arg pr.utiul mun, we myst cone
vert such: documcnts. into. something eoncrete. 1  could,
adduce dozens of instances in which comrades, have confented
themselves with the sending .of resolutions in times of s'rikces.”

The problem of mternational aid in times of strugyle, the
question of the arganisational forin to be taken by this aid. oi
stimulating  the whole of our work internationally, oi the
organisation of joint action, is a practical question wiich must
be solved at any price.  Shonld we fail to solve it, should
we continie interuationally as before, then we shall fall behind
the tempo of developiment of cvents.  Life will stride forward
and pass our erganisations by, for at the . preseut moment.
there is a widespread need for the organisation. of interiatio-
nal action, for the co-ordination of undertakings, for joint
parallel advance on difterent sides o1 the ivontier, Co

(Vo he concluded).

The Five-Year Plan

The Five-YearPlan of Cultural Constr’uétion.‘

The Struggle against Church and Religion.

Iu-the year 3913 ouat of 100 nersons in Russia 76,5 vore
iHiterate. Up to the year 1928/29 we have made a great siride
forward. Out of 100 persons 46 are iHiterate. At the end of
the Five-Year Plan there will only bz 18 illitcrates out of
100 pcrsoins.  Miteracy will be compleiely liquidated in the
most important districts oi the coantry. The illiteracy of the
vouh (12 to 18 ycears) will be liemidated to 100 ner cont.
(At present 3 million youths are being tanght to read and
write.)  In the towns 93 per cent. of the pnp.nl.mnn will be
able to read and write

The elementary vdnwlum will be arr:mgcd' i sach a
way that by the .end of the five ycears all children of the
Soviet Union from 8 .to 11 will attend the elecmentary
schools.  Ouwly in the most backward districts where there
are- . particaiary. great difficaltics will  this plan not. he com-
pletely fuliiiled.  As-a result at the end of the five years the
d\.muna\y schools will be attended by 17 million children
as azainst 9,5 million in 1927/28 and 7 million in 1914.

The Soviet “Union neceds 85000 cengineers as against the
cxisting 30.000; 110,000 techniciens -as against thg exisiing
40.000. In order to realise this hge programme, ten to twelve
new technical high schools and 175 technical schools are being
established. 'lhs. puwinber of the scholars will be increascd
to 64 000, and 90 per cent. of the stndents. will reecive scholar-
sliips. )

During the last decade - 1,5 million workers have been
trained, 400,000 in the factory schouls, trade unions schools ete.
5 million pcasants will atiend short courses in mda 1o raise
the level of the cultivation of the soil .

The Five-Year Plan provides for an mm casc in the mumber
of reading huts irom 22,000 to 3%,000,.&. ¢. by 75 per ceot.
This means 55 reading hnts per district.  The mumber of
librarics is be increased from 23,000 to 34,000, In addition,
40000 new travelling. libraries are being organised. The
munber of the c,lul)s. prlt. s houses cle. is being auginented
by 25 per cent.
<. With regard to . tlu, prqu zt is intended to nn.rc.m. it

* threeford~im«tlme coursc of the flVL*yCdJ‘Qr JThat is cight times

the pre-war level. The coealation of the mwsp.mu.rs will be
increased from 2,700,000 in the year 1927i28 to 5 wmillion in
the yeay 1932/33. 'Iiu. publication of books is o he increascd
from 1,850 million leaves to 4000 million in the ycar 1932/33.
The ,publxuuun of ‘mass !mamn w»ll b\, mu‘cd\ul five to
sixfold,

" The number of cinamas will be uu.rwxsd from 8320 1o
50,000 (of whict M.006 will be school cinemas):that is
sixiold growth. The Five Year Plan provides for the installation
of cincias in at least 80 per cent. of ‘all clubs and the csta-
blishinent of at least 3 cinemas in-cvery district. -

The wircless’is- to he-incrcased: twum fold. from 350.0K)
wls in 1927/28 to ‘7 nulkion in the year 1932/33. :

Tt is intended to supply ~with wireless: sets at least halv
of' 2l workers’dwellings and. 3 million -peasant “heuses, all
the workers’ clubs, peoples’ liouses,. teading -huts,- schovls,
barracks, collective and Soviet iarms and Red corners.





