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the whole Working Class.

By A. Lozovsky.

Unemployment is now occupyiug the chici attention of
millions of proletarians, for in the big capitalist countries there
is hardly a worker's family which is not aficcted by un-
employment. Capitalist stabilisation, which was lauded to tace
skies by the bourgeoisie and the social fascists, is now cracking
at every joint. The wave of unemployment is mounting steadily
higher and is confroating the intcrnational prolctariat with a
number of excecdingly important and complicated problems.

The first question that must be answered is whether it is
possiblc at all to sct up the slogan, “Fixht against Unemploye
ment”, The fight against unemployment is organically cone
nected with the fight against capitalism. Whoever separates
the one from the other, whoever thinks that it is possible to
solve the probiem of unemployment under capitalism, is a
reformist and not a revolationary. All this is an clementary
truth. The slogan of fight issued by the C. L. and the R. L. L. U,
includes within it the slogan of fight against the system which
creates unemployment,
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Mass unemploymcnet is one of the elements {ending to
disturb capitalist relations. Every unemployed worker cone
stitutes a centre of ferment: hindreds of thousands of unceme-
ployed are a menace to the prevailing capitalist system. [t
is this that causes the bourgeois and social fascist partics to
pay special attention to the unemployed. The starving and exe
haus:ied worker can for a time be deluded by the demayogy of
the fascists. He may for a time deviate from the class path,
byut the objective situation, the situation which has caused
him to be eliminated from the proccss of production, impels
him to protest against the prevailing system. Great disconteat
15 accumulatinz omong the masses suffering from unemvloy-
ment., Wholesale unemployment is a reservoir of revolution.
ary energy. We must understand how to orgamse this force, to
divert this energy into proper channels, to translate tac
demands of the unemployed into definite, correct cconomic and
political slogans. We must find suitable forms and methods of
organisation in order by this means to guide the whole encrgy
of the unemployed in the same direction.

What is the best way to organise the unemployed? Accord-
ing to occupation, round the factorics, at the Labour Exchan-
xes, by the creation of elected commitieces or unemployed
councils, at the same time rousing the initiative of the masses

of unemployed. The unemployed reprcsent a powerful revoius

tionary force: but this force can bc made use of only if we
create an appropriate organisation, if the unemployed arc
firmly united, and if we succeed in getting the unemploved and
the workers in the factorics and workshops to realise that
their interests are identical with the interests of the working
class ag a whole,

Our fundamental task is to link up the movement of the
gnemployed with the gencral class movement of the prole-
tariat. There must be no orzanjsation which consists entirely
of unemployed. We must not reeard the fight of the uncmelo-
ved as a particular form of movement, for uuemployment is
not a calling or occupation, as the worker who is out of a iob
to-day may find work tomorrow, while on the other hand tie
worker who at present has a job may find himscli on the strect
tomorrow. The isolation of the movement oi the unemploycd
can result in splitting the working class into two scparate
zroups. into those who have work and those who are oat or
work; this however can involve disastrous conscquences for
one or the other party. Therefore, the revelurionary trade
onions must devote chief attention to the task of creating an
organic contact between the employed and the uuemploved
workers, drawing both catevorics into the fizht and sciting up
saint demands, which st be fouscht for not by the inemplaved
alone, but by all orzanisations of the whole working class.
The cause of the unemployed is the cause of the whole wors
wing class.

If we, however, know beforchand that unemployment
cannot be got rid of without the abolition of the capitalist
system, what object is there then in demanding state un-
cmployment insurance, in submitting demands to the munici.
palities and parliaments? s this not making a misuse of
partial demands?  This question leads us to the question of
partial and general demaunds.

There is no doubt that in the present period the boure
geoisie is by no mcans inclined or in a position to grant any
scrious concessions in the sphere of social reiorm. This doces
not mean, howcver, that nothing can be forced from the
bourgeoisie. It would be political puerility to say to an un-
employed worker: wait with your demands and starve until
capitalisin has been abolished. We must rather say to the
unemployed: “organise, wrest from the clutches of the bour-
geoisic everything you can by joint demonstrations of employed
workers and the unemployed, by fights on thie barricades, by
mass actions, including the armed revolt; fight for vour dc-
mands and procced from partial demands to the wencral dee
mands of the working class; keep in mind the fact that only
by dcstroying the capitalist system is it possible to put an end
to unemployment”, in this way we can mobilise and unite the
anemployed and the workers in the fuctorics: in this way it
will be possible to concentrate thie whole energy of the wor-
king class and to link up the present demands of the emoty
stomachs with the problem of overthrowing capitalism and
sctting up the dictatorship of the pioleturiat. Thercfore, we
must most emphatically reject the formula “Either partial dee
mands or general demands”. We set up purtial demands (state
provision for the unemploved, seven-hour day ctc.) and 1ink up
these demands with the fight against the whole capitalist
system. Neither the slogan “Only partial demands”, nor the
slogan “Only general demands™, but hiking up of the partiai
with the genceral demands — that is the sense and meaning of
the .internantional day of fight against uncmployment. This day
is in cssence a day of fizht against the whole capitalist system.

With the growth of unemployment we witness a recurrence
of social-rejormist schicines and projects. There are no statese
men, irom the most rabid reactionaries to the social fascists,
who do not recommend their own prescriptions for solving the
wnemployment problem. Particularly rich in such plans is Eng-
land, where Mr. J. H. Thomas is busy inventing ever fresh
paliiative measures. What does Mr. Thomas suggest to the
aoemploved? That they shall give up demanding a reduction
of the working day. and o and try their luck n the colrnices,
What do the German and the Polish social fascists recommend?
They shed crocodile’s tears over the hard fate of the uue
cmployced, but at the same time do not consider it possible to
put forward with all scriousness the demand for adequate
support for the uncinployed, but devote themselves cliieily to
trying to persuade them not to give car to ihe advice of the
wicked ‘communists.

Acainst the demacogy of the social fascists we must sct up
plain concrete demands, We must reply to their attempts to
bind the anemployed hand and foot and disarm them both ideo.
lowically and politically in the interests of national capital, by
putting  forward our own non-compromising line, which is
directed towards organising all sectinns of the workers awainst
capital and social fascism. A svecially important role in regard
to making plain the true cheracter of socual fascism is played
by the bloody suppression of anemploved demonstrations oy
the social fascist partics.  He there is shown tost strikingly
how far the social democratic parties have travelled on the
road to foscisaton. Our most urgent task in tue ficht against
unciaplovment is to increase the fight acinst sociad fascism,



The mass unemployment conire1ts. us with the question,
whether under the present conditions it is possible for the wor-
kers to fight. and whether it ‘s not necessary to postpane the
demands of the workers. theit collective actions, such as
strikes. until such time when unemployment is at an end.

<trikes can arise direcily in connection with unemploy-
ment: for example, on accouut .of .mass, dismn.ssals from the |
factory. Shall the workers quietly submit when a fourth or a
third of their workinates are thrown on to the street? Shall
they not put ferward the demand that not a singie werker he ”
discharged? Shall they not stand for a, shortening of the
working day with the continued cmpliviment of the whole of
the staff rather . than the dismissial of a considerable portion
oi the working men and women? A depressed husirclss <iua-
tion naturaly renders an economic. struggle more diffi.vlt, but
it docs not make it impossible o connection with the growih
of unemployment. political actiens of the work.r< {demonstro-
tions, armed collisions with the police etc.) will become more
frequent even than economic goniticts. The ecotomi: strisggies
are not done away with because of unemnloyment: striks can
and must be organised. The slighiest attemnt to renounce the
sirike weapon. pleading the bad business situation as an ex-
cuse, must be ruthicssly opposed. .

*

The mass unemnloyment has everywhere dealt a severe
blow to the legend of capitalist prosperity. Herein lies the great
political significance of the present wholesale unemployment.:

If the most powerful country of present day capitalisin, :he
-United States, is now experiencing a most scvere crisis, what
is to be said of the other countries? The evzas taking plice
at present in all countries (Germany, France, Poland the Bal-
kans and Latin-America) show how ravidly unecmployment is
revolationising and rousing the masses.

The upsurge of the Labour movement is calling forth the
fierce resistance of the bourgeoisie and the social fascists, In-
snired by the desire to divert the attention of the broad masses
from the diificult and hard situation at home, the bourycoisie
and their social fascist lackeys have incrsased their incitement
and agitation against the Soviet Union They are incr:asing
this incitement also because the crisis and unemeleviment in the
whole of the capitalist world occurs at a time of powecrini
economic advance and growth of the Soviet Union: This con-"
trast is so siriking, this foct has such a revolutionising efiect
uren the masses. that the bourgeoisic and their social tascist
lackeys are doing their utmost to weaken the imoression
created by this contrast which is so unfavourable for them.

The 11 and the Amsterdam Internationals are now occu-
pying a special plice among the war-inciters, Thev are now
mobilising tFe masses against the Soviet Union, Herein lies the
meaning and purpose of the white-guardisr snceches delivered
by Kerensky hcivre the socialist fraction in the French Parha-
ment and in the presidium of the French reformust C. Q. T

Hence it is necessary to increase the vigilance of the wor-
kers, to link up the problem of the fight against unemployment
with all the auestions of domestic and foreign relitics of every
single country, and to lead the masses to the fight on the basis
of the programme of the C. L and the R. 1 L. U.
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