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V. Congress of the R. J. L. U.

On the Opening of the Congress of the R. I. L. U.

By A. Losovskly.

The following is from an article written by

Comrade Losovsky, and published in the Moscow

press, on the occasion of the opening of the

V. Congress of the R. I. L. U..
Ed.

The Profintern Congress is a Congress of self-criticism

and action. It is to be opened at an extremely complicated

and critical time. Events are maturing in the world's eco-

nomics and in the world's politics which will set the Com-

intern and the Profintern, and their sections, extremely diffi-

cult fighting tasks in the immediate future. The economic

crisis continues to advance with irrestible force; fresh millions

of unemployed will be thrown upon the streets. The struggle

for markets is assuming increasingly relentless forms, arma-

ments are growing, a fresh and mighty wave of revolution

is rising in the most important colonies (China and India),

the working class of the capitalist countries is passing forward

to the counter offensive, and in the very weakest links of

the capitalist organism (Poland and Roumania) the economic

crisis is changing into a political crisis the strongest

ramparts are being shaken all over the world. At the

same time the Soviet Union' continues its victorious advance,

despite all prophecies to the contrary, and awakens the envy

and hate of the whole capitalist social-Fascist world.

Under such circumstances it will be the task of the Pro-

fintern Congress to bring the subjective factor as far as

possible to the level of the favourable objective conditions.

We are no Amsterdam International, and therefore we state

things as they are. In July of this year the assembled

Amsterdamers contrived simply to pass over the economic

was represented, at our Congress every continent, every

country and race. Delegates have already arrived from

Australia, China, Japan, the Phillippines, Corea, Indo-China,

India, Egypt. England, the United States, Argentina, Brazil,

Uruguay, Paraguay, Chili, Peru, Ecuador, Mexico, Guatemala,

Honduras, Salvador, Cuba, New Zealand, South Africa, Nigeria,

Cameroon, Gambia usw. When we add the delegates of all

the countries of Europe, is will be seen that this time it is a

real International, not a European trust for the defence of

capitalism, for combating the rising revolution. It is clear to

every delegate, from whatever quarter of the globe he may

come, that the working class is faced with ruthless class

struggles ; and from this standpoint we shall discuss and deal

with every question.

Closer to the masses by means of the united front from

below, combat against Right opportunism and "Left" secta-

rianism, actual leadership of the economic mass struggles of

the proletariat, aid for the weakest groups of the world prole-

tafiat, closer contact of the colonial slaves with the working

class of the capitalist countries and with the proletariat of the

Soviet Union-these are the tasks of the V. Congress of the

RILU. The ten years of struggle and experience behind the

Profintern are the guarantee that the Congress will fulfil these

tasks, and will be the real leader pointing out the way in

the winning over of the majority of the working class, the

overthrow of capital, and the establishment of the dictatorship

of the proletariat.

-
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colonial revolution. The lackeys of capital assembled in

Stockholm did not venture to state the truth. Capitalism

today has so little resemblance to organised capitalism, and

the present crisis is such a glaring contradiction of all promises

and prognoses, that it is better to preserve silence on the

subject. The Amsterdamer Congress ignored the most im-

portant questions, and concentrated its attention on the

question of the headquarters of its International Committee.

And here the imperialist contradictions in the Amsterdam

International became apparent, the antagonisms among the

victors and the vanquished of the great war. We shall have

no imperialist differences; we shall not quarrel over the head-

-quarters of our International - we are ready for these to be

in Berlin, Paris, London, or New York. At our Congress

we shall discuss and struggle for the maintenance of a cor-

rect policy in the mass movement, for the tactics of the

united front from below, for better means and methods of

winning over the majority of the working class, for the

independent leadership of the economic struggles. Every

question of interest to the delegates will be debated at our

Congress; we have nothing to hide. We do not suffer from

the Amsterdam self-satisfaction and narrow-mindedness, and

shall submit the Profintern and its sections to severe

self-criticism. We shall examine into every strike and every

campaign, and fearlessly expose our weak points - this is

why the Congress meets, to draw the balance of the past

and to form a correct estimate of the present, in order that

the fighting methods for the future may be laid down. If this

is not customary in the Amsterdam International, so much the

worse for it.

Our Congress will have no connection with the League

of Nations and its international bureau, and will therefore

say everything with regard to the war danger, the revo-

lutions in the colonial countries, and the attempts being made

by the capitalist countries to surround the Soviet Union. Our

Congress will not play hide and seek; it will state openly

exactly what it thinks on the "labour governments" and their

criminal role in throttling the economic and political struggles

of the proletariat.

Norwill the Profintern Congress resemble the Amsterdam

Congress in its composition. At Stockholm a part of Europe

Moscow, 16th August 1930.

The V. Congress of the RILU. was opened in the great

hall of the trade union buildings, in the presence of the re-

presentatives of 55 countries, The General Secretary of the

RILU., Comrade Losovsky, held the opening speech, stating

inter alia:

Today the RILU. meets under difficult international con-

ditions. Ten years ago, when the Foundation stone of the

-RILU. was laid, the capitalist world was just passing from

a period of artifical post-war prosperity into one of severest

economic crisis. For a whole decade capitalism has been

endeavouring to overcome this crisis, and has mobilised every

force for this purpose, including social democracy. But when

we draw the balance of the last decade, we see the capitalist

world still shaken by the convulsions of the economic crisis .

All the strivings of the bourgeoisie and of social democracy,

all their talk about organised capitalism and American pro-

sperity, have been in vain. The prognosis advanced by us

ten years ago has proved right. Capitalism has developed on

a downward curve, as proved by the extremely severe eco-

nomic crisis of the moment. When the RILU. came into being.

international reformism occupied a fairly powerful position in

the working class of the capitalist countries. At that time the

Amsterdam International counted 20 million members. And

what do we see today? International reformism is forced to

admit a considerably thinning of its ranks.

-

At that time the International of the reformists, according

to their official figures, had 24 million members; now there are

only 13 million left, and of these a considerable part are adhe

rents of the RILU. the revolutionary trade union oppositions

in the reformists unions. During this time the RILU., in spite

of the loss of the Italian and Spanish Labour Federations, has

swelled to a powerful world organisation. The growth and

strengthening of the RILU. has been accompanied in this decade

by the advancement of the first country of the proletarian

dictatorship, the Soviet Union, in which the RILU. first came

into being. In the course of these ten years the SU. has proved

to the whole world what the proletariat is capable of accom-

pslishing when it develops its créative energy and creative

power, It has accomplished this at a time when social deme-
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cracy has possessed governmental power in many countries

ofEurope, but has led the working class to disastrous defeat,

and thereby prepared the way for the Fascist dictatorship. In

thecourse of these years international reformism has supported

capitalism, whilst we have destroyed it.

Our movement still possesses many defects and weak-

nesses, and these we shall subject to searching self-criticism

at our Congress. With the aid of self-criticism we can forge

a powerful weapon with which to combat capitalism. The

central question at this Congress is indubitably the organi-

sation of the economic struggles of the proletariat. This

question was already raised at the IV. Congress of the RILU.,

at the time when we issued the slogan of the independent

Leadership of the economic struggles.

Our International is really international. Every worker

and peasant, wherever he may take up the struggle
whether

in China, India, or in the Philippines - and whatever the colour

of his skin, is our ally and our brother, and we shall fight with

him and for his interests. (Enthusiastic applause.)

After Comrade Losowsky's opening speech, a Presidium of

41 persons and a Secretariat of 10 were elected.

The V. Congress of the RILU. was greeted by Comrade

Kuusinen as representative of the ECCI., Comrade Clares for

Latin America, Comrade Gardi from the Pacific Secretariat,

and Comrade Nossov on behalf of the Moscow trade unions.

The Congress was further greeted by various workers dele-

gations of the Soviet Union.

Report of Comrade Losovsky.

The second session took place on 16th August. Numerous

workers' representatives from various parts of the Soviet

Union greeted the Congress. The Congress then passed on to

the Ist point of the agenda: "The report of the Executive

Bureau and the tasks of the international revolutionary trade

union movement. Comrade Losovsky, received with tumultous

applause and the singing of the "International", gave his report.

The speaker analysed the crisis now convulsing the capi-

talist world. This crisis is one of over-production. It has arisen

out of the disparity between the steady increase of the possi-

bilities of production on the one hand and the limitations put

on the markets by the impoverishment of the masses and the

insurrections in the colonies on the other. The speaker des-

cribed the symptoms of the present crisis, the decline of pro-

duction, the closing down of undertakings, the increasing uns

employment, the prohibitive tariffs. the imperialists conflicts for

the markets, the growing want and misery of the working

class. etc. In the capitalist countries the standard of living of

the workers sinks steadily. All capitalist, colonial, and semi-

colonial countries are affected by unemployment. It is clear

that either the proletariat of the capitalist countries must help

the working class of the colonies, or the colonial coolie will

press the standard of living of the workers in the capitalist

countries even lower.

Comrade Losovsky further analysed the rôle played by
International reformism as agent in the service of capital, and
exposed the true countenance of the so-called Left wing of the

Amsterdam International in the persons of its leaders.

The situation in the capitalist countries must be compared

with that in the Soviet Union. Here the crisis, there advance.

In the Soviet Union not only the working class is enjoying the

benefit of the economic prosperity, but the collective movement

enables the broad masses of the peasantry to have their share.

Before the revolution the workers of Russia, and especially the

peasants, never satisfied their hunger. Were the quantities of

industrial and agricultural products produced by the Soviet

State to be produced in a capitalist country, the shops in such

great, towns as Moscow would be overfilled with goods, but

the workers' districts and the villages would see nothing of
them.

Comrade Losovsky concluded his report in the forenoon

session of the Congress on 17th August. He first spoke of the

economic struggles of the proletariat. In the period following

the IV. Congress of the RIHI .. the working class. confronted
the bourgeoisie in every strike and economic conflict. One

„Labour Government". The world crisis has created a new

of the most effectual weapons against the proletariat is the

fighting situation, greatly intensifying it, and stamping an ex-

pressly political character on all strike struggles. It is true

that the Sections of the RILU. have at once taken up the

leadership of the economic struggles, and have often been able

to guide the movement and carry it on to the end, and it is

true that they do much towards exposing the strike-breaking

role played by social democracy, etc., but there are still many

shortcomings to be recorded in this direction. There is still

a tendency to lag behind the fighting spirit of the masses, an

inadequate preparation for the strike conflict, the appointment

of strike committees or their election by too few votes, the

drawing up of the demands of the workers on strike by too

small a circle of persons, the recognition of the revolutionary

line in theory and failure to apply this line in practice, con-

fusion in regard to the employers and an incapacity to organise

negotiations competently. The economic struggle merges into

the political. Under present conditions there are no pureiy

economic strikes. To revolutionise the strike movement means

making clear to the strikers the connection between their

economic demands and the whole system of the bourgeois dic-

tatorship, to expose th role of social fascism, and to convert

every proletarian into a class conscious fighter for the working

class.

Comrade Losovsky further dealt with the Right and "Left"

deviations and the necessity of combating these in the Sections

of the RILU. He then enumerated the chief immediate tasks

of the RILU. Above all the revolutionary trade union movement

must devote the utmost effort towards aiding the workers

in their daily struggles for better conditions and higher wages,

must utilise every fighting trend in the workers, must figit

against social fascism, must gather around it all workers, in-

cluding the non-party, the social democrats, the Roman Cathe-

lics. The united front is our fighting method. The united front

draws the backward workers into our ranks, it fights ruthlessly

against social democracy, against compromises with the re-

formist leaders. The German trade union opposition has found

the right way in organising trade union opposition groups in

the works and factories. This is an example which should be

followed in other countries. We must take energetic steps in

the interests of the unorganised. In those places where there

are no revolutionary trade unions, the unorganised must be

induced to join the reformist unions, that they may swell the

opposition in these. In countries where there is a powerful

trade union opposition, such as Germany, the slogan of "Join

the reformist trade unions" must be replaced by "Join the trade

union opposition". The growth of the class struggle beyond

the boundaries of the countries raises the question of the con-

solidation of international solidarity. Frontier committees and

fraternities must be founded, and the active support of the

striking workers of other countries must be organised. This

applies especially to the workers of the mother countries. The

Sections of the RILU., must insist unceasingly on the connec-

tions between the struggle of the peasants in the colonies and

that of the peasants in the mother countries. The slogan of the

fighting slogans. In view of the growing war danger, and of

"independence of the colonies" must be made one of our leading

the war preparations against the Soviet Union, the proletariat

is set the task of organising the struggle against war.

defence of the Soviet Union is the centre upon which the
The

attention of the workers is concentrated. Upon the efficiency

with which we organise this war against war depends whether

the imperialists will succeed or fail in their aim of crushing the

workers' revolution.

At the evening session speeches were delivered by Com-

rade Heckert on the tasks of the trade unions in the period of

the growing revolutionary situation, by Comrade Tormossova

on the participation of women in the revolutionary trade union

organisations and in the revolutionary struggle, by Comrade

Rschai on work among the youth, and by Comrade Ford on the

position of the Negroes in different parts of the world. The

Chinese, British, Spanish, Czechoslovakian, Negro, and social

Congress then elected committees to deal with the Japanese,

insurance questions. : ...




