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15t not On the 15th of August this Congress is to meet in Via

olitical  yogtok where it will summarise the results of the two ver
lecided  actiyities of the Pacific Secretariat which was set up in Hani .
IS WOl at the Conference held there towards the end of May 1921,
formed During these two eyars big events have taken place on
work-" shores of the Pacific. When the Pacific Conference open:i :
'Pe of  Hapkow on May 20th, the Chinese Revolution was still moix
PPRals . forward, It is true that there were already serious Sympiir:
of any  of ap onrushing counter-revolution, and the treachery of >
- final Left-Wing Kuomintangers was clearly taking shape, but 2t
mbers  time in question the “‘national-revolutionary” Government
r bee‘n still in existence in Hankow and screening its counfer-revc
e best tionary preparations under a froth of revolutionary phraseoly
Within a month after the Hankow Conference the “nation-
Par-  revolutionary” Government revealed its true counter-reva-
loyed tionary features. There began a period of bitter persecut;:
con-  against the labour-peasant movement throughout the length ax{
The breadth of China, a time of mass executions and the shootx
; and  of the finest fighters the working class has ever produced. Tt
udied was foliowed by a number of revolts of which the most
ch a portant was the Canton uprising. These insurrections we
ional  crushed and, along with the imperialists, the Chinese militars-
rkers  regained their old position,
with Deep underground they drove the labour movement, Bu =
soon as the revolutionary movement of the workers and peasac:
was broken up the united front of the militarists at once «
orid yanced, and in China to-day a fierce civil war is raging i<
1pon digerent military groupings having the backing of the varic:
f”.f‘ imperialist powers (Great Britain, the United States and Japas
Inist These two years have been years of bitter experiences
> L Chinas working class movement. In spite of the physical
I¥3- termination of fens of thousands of workers and peasants. ¥
th‘e revolutionary movement is not dying down. If keeps break
est out, now here, now there. The trade unions continue to .+
M8 and fight from underground. and the Communist Party has*
M aid ts weapons aside, but is carrying on with its great v
of organising the masses for the struggles that lie ahead ¢
vas  them. But if it seemed in the middle of 1027 that it was oo
m- a2 matter of month ere a new wave of revolution would r
the  to-day we are bound to recognise that a that .time we und:
ind  estimated the extent of the defeat suffered. The worker an:
nal  peasant masses were weakened by the brutal blood-bath,
en-  the help given by the United States and the other imperialis-
ve-  enabled the Chinese militarists and bourgeoisie to consolida:
in  their victory for the time being.
the This break up of the Chinese labour movement could m
ac-  fail to hit the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat, as we’
he  seeing that the Secretariat, working in China, was compsl:
owing to this reaction to act in underground conditions ant
was not in the position fo carry out to the full, as far as Chiz

odf was concerned. those tasks laid upon it by the Conference.

y Yet in spite of the tremendous difficulties it had fo fac
" the Pacific Secretariat has rendered yeoman service to the
Sﬁ Chinese trade union movement by fighting both against the “Fot

.o Schism” of adventurists and Right-Wing deviations, by disentzng-
r’]‘ ling and straightening the policy to be followed and rallying
, round the banner of the revolutionary class struggle all 1%
i  genuinely revolutionary and class-conscious elements of 1«
. Chinese trade union movement,
;; As in China, so in Japan the labour movement has seer
’ stormy times during these two years. The Japanese bourgeoisic
have begun to apply purely Chinese mefhods to the labour
movement: murdering leaders, breaking up organisations, anJ
introducing terrorism in their system of administration. The
dissolution of the Hiogikai, the break up of various trade
umions, and the arrests ani murders of a large number oi
leaders have not given the resulis expected. In Japan to-da
the class struggle is getting steadily more acute, Dispute afrer
dispute comes along and strike follows strike. The labour move
ment is growing, and the will too of the workers to fight i<
growing, as is, 100, their urge to unite their forces.
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Despite the refined methods used for crushing the labour
ovement, meihods which are a combination of reformist cor-
upiion and police provocation, shooting of working class
ghters from behind and open terrorism, the revolutionary wing
[ the labour movement has not been crushed entirely, and the
corking class of Japan is taking counter-action in reply to the
nslaught of the bourgeoisie. Many of the strikes called by the
jorkers have been of a most stubborn character. Japan’s work-
g c'ass ~ovement is smashing down the barriers of the reac-
on. and. in spite of tremendous difficulties, is moving out on
) the broad road of consistent class struggle. The most wel-
yme feature in this fight of theirs is that, despite all terrorism,
e revolutionary wing of the movement in Japan has never for
ne minute broken off its connections with the Pacific Secre-
iriat, which is to be ascribed to the great services the Secre-
riat has extended to the Japanese movement by doing every-
ing to help the Left wing to carry on its uphill struggle
ganst the ]&panese reformists and capitalists.

Nor have the Secretariat’'s activities been confined to these
vo countries: In the Philippines, too, the labour movement
as grown in stature and developed both in regard to outlook
nd organisation during the two years under review. As is
ymmon knowledge, the labour movement of the Philippines
as first drawn into the international movement through the
an-Pacific Secretariat. Until the Secretariat came into being
0 one was aware that any trade union movement existed in
te Philippines or knew of the conditions in which the prole-
wiat of these islands had to live and fight. The formation of
te Pan-Pacific Secretariat evoked a warm response among the
ilipino workers, and, save for few exceptions, among all the
mons as well, besides a number of peasant organisations.
1qn}' of these bodies have affiliated to the Pan-Pacific Secre-
wiat, thus breaking down the handicap of their previous
ational insularity.

In the coming Pacific war the Philippines will be the apple
f discord for which the Powers are going to fight. Japan has
mg had its eye on the Philippines which have become the
ar base of the United States. In the struggle between the im-
eralist giants the labour movement of the Philippines can
cpy neither a neutral position nor take its starid along-
ileone or the c:her of the warring imperialists, Together with
e working class of other coumtries 1t will have to take its
‘ani against all the imperialist Powers. The working
usses of the Philippines are beginning to realise, that anti-
rerialist tactics on their part would be impossible if their
tbour movement is to be isolated from the International and
4t 1o a narrow insularity. For this reason the affiliation of
le trade unions of the Philippines to the Pan-Pacific Secreta-
"t is the best surety the labour movement of the islands has
2anst the possible exploitation of its workers as cannon
ider for American or japanese imperialism.

_ Connections between the labour movement of the Philip-
"nes and the Pan-Pacific Secretariat have always been very
ose indeed, and many of the political and organisational
lirectives: given by the Secretariat to Filipino comrades have
Tought for the most gratifying results as regards the growth
7d development of the labour movement in the islands,

_ Big work has been done during this period by the Pan-
aciic Secretariat in Australia where the labour movement has
“wavs been aloof from the world labour movement. As a
Jiminion Australia herself possesses her own colonies, and as
¢ Australian bourgeoisie are closely bound up with the bour-
ftoisie of the “Mother Country”, they are still supporting Bri-
an’ claims to world rule. On the other hand, the Australian
vurgeoisie realise perfectly that if the United States and Bri-
91:11 come to grips the Island Continent will be powerless to
itiend herself and her colonies against the U.S. navy. The
ustiralian bourgeoisie, then, are manoeuvring, and there exists
! possibility that in the event of an Anglo-American War
usralia will proclaim her “neutrality”. 4

Developing for decades far from the labour movement o

“mer counfries, the Australian Labour movement possesses
“ome peculiar features of its own. Of these the most important
" the hatred of the Australian workers for the coloured workers
"dt they have given evidence of for years back. The chauvinism
! white supremacy is a widespread sickness among the Austra-
ﬁrl workers. One big thing the DPan-Pacific Secretariat has
‘\"”‘3 has been to declare unrelenting war on this “All-White
irralianism” and that it has founded in Sydney “The Pacific

Worker” which right from its first app:arance has consistently
and insistently fought this brand of chauvinism, national in-
sularity, racial prejudices, ils “home-made” reformism aund the
superiority attitude of the Anglo-Saxons towards the coloured
races,

“The Pacific Worker” has rendered great services both {o
the Australian and the world labour movement by the very
fact that it is the first paper iin the Australian trade union move-
ment which has raised the entire question of the revolutionary
class struggle and all other issues effecting the movement in
their broadest aspect; it has been the first to bring Australian
questions out on to the international arena, and, on the other
hand, to bring international issues to the immediate notice of
the Australian workers. Under the blows of “The Pacilic
Worker's” biting criticism all the reactionary elements of the
country have joined forces, but this has also brought about the
unification of all progressive elements in the Australian labour
movement. There is no gainsaying the fact that by helping to draw
this clear political line within the working class movement the
Pan-Pacific Secretariat and “The Pacific Worker” it is publi-
shing from Sydney have rendered a service that time will never
discount.

Extensive connections during this period have been formed
between the Pan-Pacific Secretariat and the labour movement
of Formosa, Singapore, as well as all the Latin-American
countries with Pacific seaboards. This is a matter of prime
importance, since connections between Mexico, Colombia, Ecua-
dor, Peru and Chile, and the labour movement of the rest
of the Pacific is of the most outstanding political significance.
Firstly, these connections tighten up the united front of the
Pacific labour movement generally; secondly, through these
countries the Pan-Pacific Secretariat finds itself organically link-
ed up with the Latin-American Trade Union Confederation;
and the united fromt of these two bodies is going to prove of
the most tremendous importiance for the further development
of the revolutionary trade union movement throughout the
world,

Of great importance also are the connections the Secreta-
riat has formed with the left wing of the labour movement of
the United States, Canada, Great Britain and France. To tighten
connections between the Secretariat, the United States and
Canada the Secretariat has transferred the publishing head-
quarters of its organ “The Pan-Pacific Monthly” to San Fran-
cisco. The first numbers have already appeared so that both
the North American and Latin-American seaboards of the Paci-
fic are linked up ideologically and organisationally with the
Pan-Pacific Secretariat, which will make the forthcoming Vladi-
vostok Congress of all the greater importance.

Less prominent during this period have been British India
and the Dutch Indies. After the insurrection in Java the labour
movement of Indomesia was driven underground, and owing
to the terror and police persecutions still raging in the Archi-
pelago the Indonesian trade unions have still weak contact with
the Pan-Pacific Secretariat, although they were among the trade
union bodies responsible for first lining up the workers through-
out the whole of the Pacific.

As regards India, there is a head forward movement in

. that country which plainly shows that a revolutionary crisis is

rushing down on that land. The combined forces of the Anglo-
Indian reaction cannot smash the labour movement. Arrests and
shootings will prove of no avail either, any more than the
missionaries of the General Council and the British Labour
Party. India’s labour movement is shaking off the effects of
nationalist dore and reformist influence, Although India alreadv
possesses really representative left-wing organisations prepared
to affiliate to the Pan-Pacific Secretariat, it has been impossible
so far fo establish organic connections between them and the
Secrefariat owing to the first-class working methods of the
Anglo-Indian Government’s police and spv service. This does
not mean. however, that no connections exist — thev are there,
but are still rather wesk, although it is precisely the working
class movement of India that will be called upon within the
next few vears to take practically the dominami part in the
country’s struggle for independence and in the long fight of
the internatiornal proletariat against imnerialism. Connections
are weak. but there is no doubt that thev will b~ strengthened
and that the united front of the workers throughnuot the I'acic
will be «till further reinforced.

Labnrious indeed has been the wo-k of the Pan.Pacific
Secretariat, and very hard. too. have been the conditions unler
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which it has worked, Owing fo the wild reaction sweeping
China there could be no thought even of calling the Pan-Pacific
Trade Union Congress there. Attempts to convene the Congress
in Australia also failed, as the /{)ustralian Government was
strongly opposed 1o any such thing. After these fruitless efforts
the Ceniral Council of Trade Unions of the Soviet Union sug-
Pan-Pacific that the Congress could
Meet in Vladivostok. The S ] i
Congress will meet
the Soviet Union,

—_—

The fa
not find a place to meet in congress legally is characteristic of
Present-day  bourgeois democracy. Ausfralia is considered an
“advanced™ democracy, but the very idea of the Congress
Meeting there roused the bourgeoisie as well as the leaders of
the Ausiralian Labour Party to frothy fury. Where then was
the Congress to be held? “In China, Japan, the Philippines,
India, Indonesia, Formosa, Singapore, the United States or Great
Britain? All these places were plainly out of the question. The
only place where the delegates could meet in full freedom
without police inferference and hammer out the problems con-
frcating ‘the Pacific labour movement was Vladivostok. The

-C.T.U. was one of the initiators taking part in the con.
stituent conference of the Pan-Pacific Secretariat, and jt was
but natural that the Trade Unions of the Soviet Union should
offer hospitality to the Secretariat. Its congress, then, will meet
on Soviet soil and freely discuss the problems facing the labour
movement of the Pacific,

As will be understood, the agenda the Pacific Congress
will have to discuss will be fairly big. It will include the
problem of fighting imperialist war, the question of the national-
liberation movement, emigration ang immigration, female and
child labour, matters of organisation, the question of culture
and trade union education, a pProgramme of action, and so on,
and so forth, Considering the racial,
ferences to be found on the shores of
o be wondered at that the Congress will have to
a big agenda. There are three outstanding problems of para-
mount importance for the labour movement of the Pacific, They

: 1. the fighting of al] war; 2. the combatting of racial pre-

and another; and 3. the struggle for the open existence of the
left trade unjons, All three problems will be considered in
detail by the Congress.

As far back as the Hankow Conference in 1927 a pro-
framme of action was drawn up which included the demand
for “equal pay for equal work” irrespective of race or sex.
These questions will also have to be gone into by the Vladi-
vosiok Congress, The difierences in i
Pacific workers are enormous. Australian workers, for instance,
get fiftee to twenty times more than the Chinese workers. Now,
the orient and the latest
with what is practically
slave-labour,
very real threat indeed to the standard of life of the workers
in the old capitalist countries. The
have a constant tendency to seek one level. and

of the workers of the colonies and senti-colonies, they will
inevi 3 standard of living of the workers in
the advanced capitalist countries. Axiomatic though this state-
ment is, it is not yet thoroughly grasped by the workers of the
capitalist countries,

Not .only renresentatives of the colonial and semi-colonial
countries and of those capitalist countries pPossessing colonies
in the Pacific, but also the representatives of the Trade Unions
of the Soviet Union will assemble at the Pan-Pacific Trade
Union Congress. The Congress will thus afford one further
orpartenify to the representatives of the victorious proletariat
of ‘the Soviet Union and the workers of the capifalist, colonjal
and <emi-colonjal countries to meet and fraternize.

The coming Viadivostok Congress is of the greatest imnor-
tance. furthermore. from the viewpoint of the unification of all
forces of the world labour movement in the struggle against
imperialism. Time was when the
was the centre for {he whole world. Ouiside Europe there were
no working class organisations. But that time has gone for
@ood. The rise in itself of the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secre-
tariat bears witness to the fact that in many of the newer
“untries  real working class organisations have taken shape
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relations with the R. I L. U, the Amsterdam International v ;
do better to change its title in accordance with the esseny.
its. organhisation and in keeping with ijts actual num-;
strength. The Amsterdam international caters for part ¢
trade union movement of the European Continent, and j 0.5
to call itself a semi-continental International; though, afte; .
it may call jtself what it likes, seeing that no change wij »

-L.U., the Pan-Pacific Secretar:.
and the Latin‘American Trade Union Confederation wi) -.
organising the majority of the organry
workers the world round, These are the facts of the posiiz
and “facts are chiels that winna ding”,
U. has had its ‘successes” to record dui;

those two social-fascists D’Aragona and Rigola with 2 \iss
to preparing the ground for co-operation with the fascist tr:x
union corporation, Line up by all means, ye Amsterdamers :.
Fascists! Joining forces will not make you any stronger, !
we will build up a united front of the revolutior:
throughout dhe world; we will unite in brotte
bonds the workers of the R.L. L. U., the Pan-Pacific Secretar:
and the Latin-American Trade Union Confederation, an.
shoulder to shoulder, fight against Imperialism, against Fasciz
and against thejr reformist lickspittles,

British Miners and the Labour
Government, ,
By W. Holmes (London). :

It is generally agreed that the most thorny domestic pro>:
facing the MacDonald Government is the mining situation. M:
only do the district wage agreements concluded after the gri:
lock-out of 1926 terminate this year jn

of the country; but the miners are also looking for early fu::

it is frue that the vast mass of the miners, who voted fo a ma:
for the Labour Party, firmly believe that such a pledge w::
given.
The feelings of the miners themselves are reflected in b
resolutions which the various district Unions are proposing ’
mevis
in Blackpool in July. These resolutions demand a national wage
agreement (in place of the present district agreements) with :
guaranteed individual minimym wage; the securing of a hlghf_"
standard of life for the miners: the repeal of the Eight-Hour A
and the re-introduction of the seven-hour day; the repeal of it
Baldwin’s Government ani-trade Union act of 1927, and b
early introduction of a bill for the nationalisation of the mine:

On the question of a national wage agreement ﬂ!e.mi
owners, speaking through their president Mr. Evan Wllhami
have already made it clear that under no circumstances w:
they consider even entering into negotiations for such an agres
ment. And here the Labour Party ‘and the Miners’ Federatio:
leadership, speaking through their respeetive official organ:.
the “Miner” and the “Daily Herald” write in expressing ths
“hope” that the coal-owners will at last admit the unwisdom
of District agreements”, e

Undoubted]y it is also in the futile “hope” of “persuad}ng__
the recalcitrant coal-owners — side by with that “persuading’




