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Comrade Losovsky's Concluding Speech 
A t the Vtadivostqk Conference of the P.P.T.U.S . 

COMRA DES! ·· · · 
T he full unanimity show'n by all the 

delegates concerning the fundamental ques­
tions of our reports does not require a long 
concluding speech; if nevertheless I am going 
to take the word, I do it firstly to summarize 
and secondly to deal with several ·questions 
that have been touch ed up'on by the delegates 
in th e discussion on my report. 

W e do not feel any doubt whatever that 
the struggle in the Pacific Ocean forms at 
presen t the central problem of the world 
politics. .1\.Jany yea rs ago one of the · m'ost 
important leaders of American imperialism, 
the former President of the United States 
of America, Theodore R;oosevelt, said that 
the Atlantic era of history had come to an 
end, and that a new one-the Pacific era 
of history was beginning. This was said 
expressly to mark the fact that the centre 
of world politics and world economy was 
being shifted from Europe on to the most 
important country in the Pacific - to the 
U nited States of America. If this sentences 
seemed to be grossly exaggerated before the 
war, it is without doubt to be consid ered as 
very real at present when the United States, 
by using th e extrem e weakness of the capital­
ist countri es after th e war, attained the posi­
tion of the financial, industrial and economic 
lead of the world, at present when we ex­
perience a whole number of post-war con­
flicts, of post-war crisis of capitalism, and 
the extremely strained competition · between 
E ngland and the United States, and the 
United States and J apan. 

ENGLAND AN D AMERICA 

I have said already that the struggle in 
the Pacific Ocean and for the Pacific Ocean 
is the struggle for world supremacy; he who 
is watching attentively present-day politics 
of England and the United States of Amer­
ica, he who is watching the different actions 
of McDonald that are intended as fl attery 

to the U nited States, while E ngland is at 
the same time making every effort to get 
1'eady for the decisive struggle with her com­
petitor, he who is aware of the ever-changing 
conflicts among all the big imperialist powers 
--will have to acknowledge that the struggle 
for world supremacy between the former 
world power-England- and the present 
leading power of the world- the United 
States of America- is finding its clearest 
expression ·here in the Far East, in the par­
ti ctdar ·and specific conditi ons r eigning in the 
Pacifi c Ocean. 

Our conference must com e to a decision 
on a quest ion that was only perfunctorily 
dealt with here; we must decide w hich will 
be th e relations of colonial working masses 
to imperialism, how they will fight imperial­
ism that is oppressing th e respective colonial 
country ; in oth er words, We must decid e 
which will be the relations of the Philippine 
workers and peasants to Japanese imperialism 
and those of th e workers and peasants to 
American imperialism, etc. I am asking this 
question because we find in the imperialist 
press many articles on the conditions of the 
working class and the peasantry of those 
colonies that the r espect ive imperialist power 
should like to w rench from the grasp of the 
competing imperialist powers. Preparatory 
work is doubtl essly being carried out in order 
to draw the ,sympathy of the working classes 
and peasant,s to the side of the imperialist 
power, that is posing as a competitor of the 
present oppressor. I s not the J apanese im­
perialism, making propaganda for the libera­
tion of the Philippines from American un­
perialism? Is not the imperialism of the 
United States of America ready at any 
moment to free Korea from Japanese im­
perialism, is not to put it shortly, anyone of 
the competitors giving expression to this wish 
of liberating the slaves of the others? This 
is one of the machinations that was used 
widely during the imperialist war when the 
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former allies were sheddii;lg · tears and usi~g 
very much ink and:: paper ·: 'to describe !, the 
terrible lot of tHe !la tions .op.pressed ~Y' Aus~ 
tria; . at the same time. the ·{lilies were entirely 
forgetting the lot of thej r ' own colonies: in 
Africa, in India, etCH;' -J c.,:: 

ALL IMPERIALISMS' AR E "W._ORSE" 

W e shall, douhde?sly, notice ·amorig cer~ 

tain individuals · oL the bourgeoisie, and even 
among the lead.ers: of the working' masses, 
the intention to ally themselves ' with foreign 
imperialism against their · own in the ap~ 

proaching struggle. Dui·ing the last war, 
for . example; the so ~ca lled Czecho~slovak 

"socialists'? alli ed themselves with F rench im~ 
perialism in their fi ght aga inst the oppression 
of Austria. The Polish socialists, wi th Pil~ 
sudsky as leader, were aided by French im~ 
perialism in their fight again~L the Germans, 
etc. · It is one of the most important moves 
in the J.game the imperialists are playing to 
make lise · of the workers of th e given op~ 

pressed colonial country and to incite them 
to the struggle against their oppressors. But, 
at the end of the war, one imperialism will 
be substituted by another one, the place of 
the old boss will be taken by a new one: 
thus the workers will be only a plaything in 
the hands of the imperialists; every worker, 
especially those of the F ar East, must fully 
recognize this. The American bourgeoisie 
is, at the present time, endeavouring to ' ~liber~ 

ate" China from the yoke of J apanese and 
British imperialism, etc. But this is done 
in order to veil the intention of getting a 
still firmer g rip in China. This game will 
acquire grand dimensions as soon as war 
breaks out. Then the French will be afire 
to liberate the countries that are oppressed, 
say by the British, if the war will be between 
the F rench and the British. The J apanese 
will make efforts to liberate those oppressed 
by the Americans. This game will have tci 
be unveiled befo,re the war. \Yorkers will 
have to answer: "Both are worse,'' if asked 
"which imperialism is better?" ·This reminds 
me bf · a witticism told by H einrich Heine, 
the well~known German poet. When asked 
which he•,would prefer, to have his a rm cut 
off or his. leg-he answe red, that he would 

prefer to • get some milk,-soup: he wanted to 
say that he would prefer to keep both arms 

· ;and legs. · · W e; the workers, will have to 
give the following answer when asked w hich 
imperialism is better, which we should sup~ 

port: "All of them are worse than anything." 
Every proletarian will have to stick to the 
line of conduct,. eve ry worker who is siding 
with the principles of class~struggle will give 
this answer. . W e might be asked : "Does 
there not exist some difference between Am­
erican and J apanese imperial ism ?'' Vl e might 
be asked: "Is the slogan 'America to the 
Americans?, no.t a better one than 'Asia to 
.the Asiatics?' " And we shall answer that 
both these slogans are dictated by one and 
the same kind o£ imperialist appetite. "Am~ 
erica for the Americans" mea ns really that 
North and South A merica shol1ld belong to 
the ruling classes of the U .S.A.; ' "Asia to 
the Asiatics" m eans really that the whole 
of Asia . should belong to the ruling classes 
of J apan. This must be clear to everybody. 
W e must never permit ourselves to be led 
astray into the wrong path of external con~ 
fli cts tha<are taking place among the im~ 
perialist povrers, that are very often veiled 
by many beautiful and' liberty~loving slogans 
and ph,rases. 

JAPAN A ND AMERICA 

I want to remind you of ce rtain facts : 
You know that the origin of the conflict be~ 
tween America and J apan lies as far back as 
before the war, and that after th e wa r it 
was continued by the controversy on the 1ight 
u.f J apanese to emig rate to America, and on 
their ri:ght of taking their nationalization 
papers in America and buying land, etc. 
'\1ut h ink and many tea rs were spilled by 
the J apanese press on this yuestion. There 
is no doubt that this aggressive act of th e 
A.mericans against the J apanese is purely im~ 
perialistic, 'that it is the act of racial oppres~ 
sion. · But · if the J apanese bourgeoisie is 
making so much noise about it, one might 
ask them: "And what about the Koreans 
whom the Japanese are oppressing; what 
about the right of the Chin ese, whom the 
J apanese are ru thlessly exploiting?" All this 
pathos, that is highly paid for, is r ea ll y worth 



46 THE PAN-PACIFIC MONTHLY 

nothing and we must not permit ourselves to 
be deceived. Two powerful enemies are 
struggling for supremacy, and either of them 
is taking a number of preparatory measures 
for the struggle against the other. We are 
against imperialism, and therefore, we must 
unveil the inhuman racial policy of Japan as 
well as that of America. We cannot make 
any distinction, they are principally the same. 

It is interesting to see, how this question, 
besides other questions, is being treated by 
the leaders of the American workers move­
ment. The leaders of the American Feder­
ation of Labor instituted a special organiza­
tion that they call the Pan American Feder­
ation of Labor. This federation is also based 
upon the so-called workers' Monroe doctrine. 
This is to say that there exist two Monroe 
doctrines-one for the workers and another 
one not for the workers. One of the leaders 
of the American Trade Union ~ovement de­
fined the Workers' Monroe doctrine by say­
ing that no E_uropean workers' organization, 
and no workers' organization from any of 
the other continents should have any influence 
on the territory of whole America. This is 
almost the meaning of the non-workers' 
Monroe doctrine. While the shameless lead­
ers of the American labor movement are put­
ting up the idea of a Pan-American Union, 
their Japanese counterpart are putting up the 
Pan-Asiatic Workers' Union. It is hard to 
say which of them is the better-the Pan 
American or the Pan Asiatic Union. We, 
the revolutionary workers, must judge them 
as we are judging imperialism itself. If we 
are asked which of these organizations is the 
better one, we shall answer both of them are 
worse than anything. We have already an­
swered this question in our way. While the 
Americans were creating the Pan American 
Federation of Labor, we assisted the workers' 
movement of Latin America in creating the 
Latin American Federation of Labor. Thus 
the Pan American Federation lost the whole 
of Latin America. The Pan American 
Federation, moreover, has lost all its sig~ifi,.c­
ance, as the Canadian Trade Union ;move­
ment is only partly linked with it. 

We, on the other hand, did not wait for 
the creation of the Pan Asiatic Federation, 

by the reformists, _ but brought into life the 
Pan Pacific Trade Union Secretariat, thus 
tearing from the reformists' grip the Korean, 
Philippine and a part of the Japanese Trade 
Unions and killing the Pan Asiatic Federa­
tion before it was born. 

REFORMIST ADVOCATES OF IMPERIALISM 

This is the proper proletarian answer to 
the diverse imperialist attempts at forming 
the workers' movement according to race dis­
tinctions and the rules of imperialist prac­
tise. All imperialist plans of this kind shall 
be answered by us by practical measures taken 
according to the principles of class struggle, 
and we must act in the same way in the 
future. This means that we must unite the 
workers' movements all along the coasts of 
the Pacific Ocean, irrespective of racial dis­
tinctions, territorial differences, etc., into one, 
undivided movement. We have, in the course 
of our work, very often met with attempts 
of the imperialists and their ideologic hire­
lings to make use of the chauvinist position 
of the leaders of the workers' movements of 
countries that are their enemies. I shall cite 
a striking and exotic example. There lives 
in Japan a Japanese doctor, Yoshitomi, who 
wrote a very thick book in French, with the 
title "Japanese-American conflicts and the 
problem on the Pacific Ocean." This doctor 
is writing many, many pages about the harm 
the Americans did to the Japanese, and es­
pecially underlines the chauvinist position of 
the American Federation of Labor. This 
defendant of the interests of Japanese im­
perialism, writing about the action of the 
Council of the Californian Trade Unions 
against Japanese immigration intends ap­
parently to touch some special chord in the 
breast of his readers and writes concerning 
the American Federation of Labor the fol­
lowing: "The American Federation of La­
bor, which is refraining from aiding the com­
mon cause of social justice, which is setting 
itself apart from the workers of other nation­
alities by making race distinctions, has, ac­
cording to the point of view of social in­
terests and peace among nations, no right to 
exist. If it takes up a position opposite to 
that of the Japanese by not wanting to have 
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anything to do with a colored race, it stamps 
itself as an enemy to internationalism, the 
ideal of the wrokers' movements and the 
peasants if it denies the principle that con­
cerns all races, the Japanese included, then 
we must call its policy imperialistic and mili­
tarist. If the Federation opposes Japanese im­
migration, we cannot find any distinction be­
tween the Federation and capitalism that is 
oppressing the weak and exploiting the toiling 
masses." The dear doctor writes like a social­
ist writer, and not like the advocate of J ap­
anese capitalism. He is talking of social 
justice. He, of course, drew the peasantry 
into the dispute; he is talking about every­
thing and at the same time accusing his as­
sociates of acting against the interests of the 
proletariat. In this respect he is essentially 
right, of course. 

It is very interesting to note that a bour­
geois writer, in order to touch some sen­
timental chord in the breast of his readers, 
quite c:::>rrectly characterized the shameless 
agents of capital that are the leaders of the 
Trade Unions of the United States of Am­
erica. But the point is that in quite correctly 
characterizing the official leaders of the Am­
erican Trade Union Movement, he entirely 
forgot their Japanese colleagues, who have 
the same convictions as regards Japanese im­
perialism. 

The point is that Bunji Suzuki and any 
leader of the American Federation of Labor 
are as alike as twin brothers; they are politic­
ally speaking in the same camp. This ac­
cusation, signed by the enemy of American 
chauvinism, would be of value to us, if it 
would accuse the Japanese reformists together 
with the American ones. All these tirades 
lose their value, because it is onesidedly 
directed against the American enemies of 
Japanese imperialism, and can, of course, 
have no influence at all on the judgment of 
class conscious proletarians. Thus we see that 
sometimes a very just and correct character­
ization, owing to its partiality, acquires a 
specific imperialistic shade. This is the reason 
why we, who are working on the coasts of 
the Pacific Ocean, must be very attentive in 
our discrimination of the methods employed 
by one imperialist power in its struggle against 

another one; this is the reason why every one 
of us must make it his task to kick the servants 
of imperialism and their bosses, who are 
taking part in the workers' movements out of 
the movement altogether, irrespective of their 
race or nationality. Only if we do this we 
shall be acting in the interests of the working 
class. 

VARIOUS STAGES OF TRADE UNIONISM 

The workers' movements on the coasts of 
the Pacific Ocean differ widely from each 
other. The countries on the Pacific Coast 
are not in an equal degree related with 
capitalism, and their industrial development 
is different. Many colonies and semi-colonies 
are Intended by the capitalists as sources of 
raw materials and therefore the capitalists 
themselves do not suffer them to develop in­
dustrially. 

These differences of the level of the vari­
ous movements, the different grades of 
political consciousness of the various working 
classes, the difference of their experiences and 
the hardiness in fighting against the capital­
ists-all these facts must be taken into con­
sideration by our organization. We must pay 
the most attention to those countries the work­
ing class of which is the least developed, the 
workers of which are living in worst con­
ditions. 

What was said by comrade Sidin concern­
ing the workers movement in Indonesia, and 
by comrade Herclet concerning Indi-China, 
was quite correct. It is tru..:: that these two 
countries are not to be compared with each 
other, because the workers' movement of In­
donesia is much older than the other one, 
the word "old" means that the movement 
began at least ten years ago. This workers' 
movement has its origin in the tremendous 
development of the plantations, in the use of 
capitalist methods of developing the sugar and 
rubber plantations; at the same time we have 
no well-formed workers' movement in Indo­
China because the organizations there were 
often annihilated by the capitalists immediate­
ly after they had come into life. Taking 
into consideration that Indo-China will, with­
out doubt, play a very important part in 
the struggle in the Pacific Ocean, and that 
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it h4s, been the base of the frencJ:l imperialism 
for IT) any _y!'!ars. "T e must consider . the 
question of how to crea~e . our own base in 
Indo~China, how to penetrate there; w e -must 
agree .upon the for:ms our assistance to the 
workers' masses of Indo-China will take and 
the lines along which the workers' ~;r:iovemcnt 
of this country will be developed. The 
capitalist development of this country is mak­
ing· great progress because it. is becoming one 
of the richest regions as far as rubber planta­
tions arc concerned. Indo-China is, shortly, 
the . most importimt base· of French imperial­
I s m 111 the Pacifi c . Ocean. 

Is it possible to ally the working. masses 
of the countries on the Pacific coast ~ undcr 
one slogan and common tasks, if the re exist 
such variety of social-economic copditions 
among the differ ent countpes united .l;Jy : the 
Pan-Pacific Secretariat, ,if sQcial relations are 
different, if up-to-:date C<).pitalist methods arc 
existing side by side with, feudal and medic~ 
val fo rms not only in di.:ff~rent countries, but 
even in one .. country,,_as. for instance, in 
China? I believe tha.t. it is possible, and, tha~ 
we must do it. . It Is the common task of 
th e workers all along the coasts of the Pacific 
Ocean to ~tubbomly and persistently struggle 
against the oppression of the colonies, i.e,, t r: 

struggle against imperialism, for the libert:: 
of the colonial and semi-colonial countries, 
Irrespective of their cultural level and the 
development of their w orkers' movements. 
This struggle unites all the workers of these 
countries and will be made much easier for 
every one of us, if we succeed in linking 
up the activities of the backward workers' 
movem ent with the vanguard of the workers' 
movements, i.e., the movements in the old 
imperialist countries. 

It is not by chance that we find among 
th e m embers of the Pan-Pacific Secretariat 
not only workers from the countries oppressed 
by imperialism, but also representatives of the 
workers' movement in the freest country of 
the .world-the U .S.S.R.-and r.epresentatives 
of th e workers' movements in the imperialist 
countries, as the United States of America, 
England, .France and J apan. · Thus; the 

$tqtggle . agairtst : jmperialism 'and for the 
eina!lcipation of ·the colonial and semi-coio­
.n:ial : countries coqstitutes the most important 
problem and elementary condition; that the 
workers' movements on the Pacific, the van­
guards of the workers' movements in the im­
per iali;;t countries 4nd the working class of 
the : U.S.S.R. must fulfil. This task unites 
the . vanguard of the workers of the world, 
it unites all honest and class-conscious revolu­
tionaries. Only the most corrupted and shame­
less among the leaders of the workers' move­
ments in the imperialist countries will be able 
tQ behave as the General Council of the 
British Trade Unions behaved concerning the 
strikers in Bombay, as the J apanese reformists 
.:u r:; :treating t\le workers of Canton, or the 
A.merican reformists are treating the workers 
movement for the emancipation. of L atin 
America, from the yoke of American Im­
perialism. 

Comrades, . this is not all ' yet. We arc 
obliged · to -fulfil one more, extremely im­
portant task ' that will unify the workers' 
movements irrespective of their level and 
their . political , and organizational develop­
ment: the problem that will unite the workers' 
movements of the colonial and semi-colonial 
cotu1tries-:--is the problem of the standard of 
life of the working class. If · a Shanghai 
docker is earning from 15 to 20 times less 
than one in San Francisco, or if a textile 
worker or textile womai1 worker is earning 
ten times less than the same class of worker 
in, say, Manchester, the problun of wages 
f or both the worker in the colonies and th e 
worker in the home country is growing much 
more serious by the following reason . The 
ruling classes in th eir hunt for biggest pos­
sible profits are always trying to use cheapest 
labor they can get held of. The mad com­
petition in th e world markets forces them to 
use labor of almost siavish cheapness in order 
to def eat their competitors. But slave-labor 
in Shanghai and cheap labor in Manchester 
means the lowering of the standard of life 
in Manchester. Only the shameless leaders 
of ref orm'ism, who are closely connected with 
the interests <,>f capital, who think that capital­
isin •will last forever, do not and will not 
und erstand ·th e conn.ection between conditions 
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o.f labor in the colonies and sem i-colonies that 
are almost bordering on slavery, and the 
g reat offensive conducted in the capitalist 
countries against the living standards of the 
workers. 

UNITY WITH CoLONIAL \ NoRKERS 

There are only two ways open to us: 
either we shall succeed in raising the stand­
ard of life in the colonial and semi-colonial 
countries, or their low standards will inevi­
tably drag down the standard of life of the 
workers in the old capital ist countries. This 
is the problem. Every class conscious worker 
in the colonies and the semi-colonies as well 
as every class-conscious worker in the capital­
ist countries will have to understand these 
internal dynamics of class relations very well 
in the same way as he understands why water 
rises to the sam e level in two vessels that are 
connected w ith each other. 

The third question that has to be answered 
and will unite the workers' m ovem ents in the 
Pacifi c countries is the question of how to 
annihilate the remnants of feudalism and 
the middle ages, in short, all th e obstacles 
to the progress of these countri es. Back­
wardness begins in economics and goes on 
into politics, finding its reflect ion in social re­
lations. The annihilation of feudal and 
medieval remnants, and th e success£ ul agra­
rian revolution in all colonial countries are 
common tasks for the workers' movem ents in 
the coloni es and semi-colonies, for the work­
ers' m ovem ents along the Pacific coast. 

It is evident, comrades, that we ar e in the 
possession of a ve ry sound foundation for 
the unity of the workers' m ovem ents in the 
Pacifi c countri es, if these workers' m ove­
m ents a re confronted with the three im­
portant tasks : firstly, the common struggle 
against imperialism; secondly, the struggle 
for the ra ising of the standard of life of the 
working classes, which includes not only the 
struggle for higher wages, but also socialist 
legislation, the seven-hour working day, etc., 
and, thirdly, the struggle for th e an nihilation 
of feudalism. 

Only th ese unions are strong and hardy 
and will survive that are based upon firm 
ground : doubtlessly, the above-c ited three 

points a re the solid ground upon which the 
workers' movements of the colonial and semi­
colonial countries are standing. 

PERSPECTIVES IN THE CoLONIAL CouNT RIEs 

What are the prospects of the development 
uf the workers' movem ents in the colonial 
and semi-colonial countries? The colonial 
world shows many varying traits, but, it is 
no longer the same it was before the war. 
Even the most conservative, the m ost an­
cient country in the world-China-has be­
gun to move, and has been moving in a way 
that made itself felt all over the world. It 
is one of the peculiarities of militarism that 
those numerous m asses of humanity that for 
many, m any years had been crushed by the 
tremendous power of imperialism, that had 
heen crushed by the iron heel of imperialist 
exploitation, that those millions of humanity 
awoke. As soon as millions and millions 
of mien begin to move in China, other mil­
lions are beginning t o move in India; then 
we can say that a n ew era of human history 
has begun. The world war brought to the 
Allies defeat in spite of their fictitious victory. 
The world war undermined not only the 
power of the greatest power in the world, 
the financial and industrial ruler-England; 
it did much m ore : it woke up trem endous 
numbers of humanity, and' what is going on 
at the present time in the coloni es and semi­
colonies is a terrible flood, the waves of which 
it will be impossible to confine within the 
form er shores . This trem endous movement 
of the m asses weakens imperialism, and weak­
ens the powers that are trying to crush the 
workers' movem ents in the capitalist coun­
tries. Up till now our weakness consisted 
of the different workers' movem ents taking 
place at di.flierent times. While the workers 
were rising in England, G ermany was quiet. 
While m ass strikes were going on in France, 
stillness reigned in the other countries. While 
the colonies were going through their revolu­
tions nothing happened in the capitalist coun­
tri es. 

This disharmony is the fundamental weak· 
ness of the international workers' movement . 
The present moment must be characterized 
by the f act that the revolutionary workers' 
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movements are nsmg m all the countries at 
the same time: it is finding its expression in 
the general strike in Poland, in the strike 
in the Ruhr, the mass strike in Bombay, then 
again it moves to Shanghai: the waves of 
the workers' movements are flooding one 
centre after the other. Another character­
istic trait of the present day workers' move­
ments is that they are taking place in 
shorter intervals of time; they are divided by 
great distances of space, but are almost simul­
taneous. The last demonstrations on the first 
of August for the defense of the U.S.S.R. 
and against war took place all over the world 
on one day; the bloody attacks that took place 
in a whole number of the capitalist countries, 
the executions that took place in China, all 
these events unite the forces of the workers' 
masses, they bring thei r different stages of 
development to a common level and all the 
springs are united into a big stream, and all 
these streams are united in the tremendous 
flood of the revolutionary movement in the 
capitalist countries, into the tremendous revo­
lutionary flood in the colonial and semi­
colonial lands. 

It is the task of our organization that 
forms a part of the international workers' 
movement and strives for uniting the workers 
of the Pacific coast, to be at the head of 
this movement and to make this movement 
an international one; we must feel the pulse 
of the masses and not struggle behind, we 
must be at the head of these masses that are 
spread over a vast region, and unite them, 
we must link their movements with the 
movements in the foremost countries and 
with the Soviet Union. Only by setting 
before ourselves the task of uniting these 
movements, of internationalizing them, M 
raising them to a higher level, of linking 
the movement of the workers on the Pacific 
Ocean to the older movements in the capital­
ist countries, only by changing small con­
flicts into big ones, by ch-:mging economic 
strikes into political ones, by stepping from 
strike to revolt-from revolt to civil war, 
only then, I say, shall we elevate the working 
classes and the peasantry to a higher political 
level, make those historical tasks a reality, that 
are set before the union that hears the famous 
name: the Pan Pacific Trade Union Secre­
tariat. 


